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F O C U S O N R E TA I L
The Selah Secret: Productivity Process
by Pam Farrel
Are you looking for ways to raise your serenity
and lower the stress both professionally and
personally?
Life’s responsibilities sometimes come at us at
break-neck speed, so how can we balance and
carry it all? I am often asked how I have managed
to write over 50 books, all while enjoying a marriage
that has lasted 42 years, raising three sons who
have become strong, godly leaders while my
husband, Bill, and I have ministered through church ministry and our Love-Wise organization.
While researching for Discovering Hope in the Psalms: A Creative Bible Study Experience, I was
reminded of David’s priority of Selah. Selah means “a pause to ponder” and the word occurs 71
times in the Psalms. When God repeats Himself, that is an indication of a heaven-sent priority.
Selah is often cited as a musical interlude or intermission. One tip that has upped my productivity
and fostered more peace at home and work is to have a personal party each week, that I now
call: Selah Sunday.
Your Selah Sabbath
Take a few minutes each week to complete the Selah process and listen to what God desires to
enlighten you about the prior week then how He wants to encourage, equip and inspire you for
the week ahead. My Selah observation includes:
• Praise: List off the good things you accomplished, answers to prayers and things for which
you are grateful.
• Pray: Record the items or people you are carrying on your heart. In prayer, place these
burdens in God’s care.
• Ponder: What obstacles did you overcome? What adjustments did you make or do you need
to make to better succeed in God’s calling?
• Power up: Choose a verse and/or quote that will be an inspiration to you in the coming week.
• Plan: Jot down priority tasks, activities and appointments that need to be prepared. Then
block out the time to accomplish these priorities.
• Party! Write down your “big win” of the last week. Select a simple way to celebrate the
goodness of God. This celebration can be as simple as listening to a favorite song or taking
a nap or a sunset stroll.
Each week, before you take action on your to-do list, pray God leads you moment by moment.
The Lord wants you to succeed in living the abundant, meaningful and thriving life He has
planned for you, the same Lord who said, “I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it
in abundance [to the full, till it overflows]” (John 10:10 AMP).
Pam Farrel is author or coauthor of 56 books, including bestselling Men Are Like
Waffles, Women Are Like Spaghetti and her newest Discovering the Good News
in John: A Creative Bible Study Experience (Harvest House, co-authored
with Jean E. Jones and Karla Dornacher). See Pam’s 7 Simple Skills for
Every Woman: Success in Keeping It All Together for more on productivity.
To connect to the Farrels: www.Love-Wise.com

FOCUS ON THE INDUSTRY
Baker Book House Company
President and CEO to Retire in 2023
Baker Book House Company announced on June 10, 2022, that Dwight
Baker will retire on May 1, 2023, after serving 43 years at the company,
25 of those as president and CEO. Speaking on behalf of the board of
directors, board chair Dr. Kathryn Scanland said, “Dwight’s tenure has been
punctuated with serving both the local Grand Rapids community and the
global Christian community with steady commitment and a generous heart.
Under Dwight’s leadership Baker Publishing expanded its footprint to reach
a larger and more diverse audience. It’s a privilege to convey our heartfelt
gratitude to Dwight for his years of unwavering dedication to further the
mission of Baker Book House Company.”
During middle school Dwight worked in the original family bookstore on
Wealthy Street, stacking books, sweeping the parking lot, and dangling outside the secondstory windows with a bottle of Windex. He arrived at the publishing division in 1980 while in
college, serving as art director until his appointment as president and CEO in 1997. In this role
he followed his grandfather and company founder Herman Baker and father Richard Baker.
Under Dwight’s leadership Baker Publishing Group expanded its trade divisions through the
launch of Brazos Press (1999) and the acquisition of Bethany House Publishing (2002) and
Regal Books (2014). Following a major renovation in 2012, Baker Book House retail store in
Grand Rapids has become the largest Christian bookstore in North America. For 11 years Dwight
served on the board of the Evangelical Christian Publishing Association, including two terms as
board chair.
Throughout his tenure as president and CEO, Dwight has maintained a steadfast commitment
to Baker’s mission and fostered an environment of professional excellence and integrity.
“I am grateful for the privilege of serving the church through the Christian book business and
eager for our company’s future under new leadership,” said Dwight. “Our board, executive team,
and staff are positioned for great accomplishments, and I am confident of an effective transition.”
The board of directors will initiate a process to seek and discern the appointment of its next
leader, with intentions to announce Baker’s fourth president and CEO by spring 2023.
About Baker Book House Company: Founded in 1939, Baker Book House Company is
composed of six publishing divisions and one retail division. Each reflects a unique segment
of Christian publishing. These divisions are Bethany House Publishers, Revell, Baker
Books, Baker Academic, Chosen Books, Brazos Press, and Baker Book House. Based in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Baker Publishing Group is one of the world’s largest independent
publishers of Christian books. For more information, visit www.bakerpublishinggroup.com
and www.bakerbookhouse.com.

FOCUS ON CPE
Meet CPE’s Sunday Praise & Worship Leaders
Popular international music artist Sharon Tedford and international
speaker and bestselling author Pam Farrel will be leading CPE
attendees into a time of praise and worship on Sunday, August 14.
Sharon Tedford uses her gifts as a worship leader, singer,
songwriter, author and speaker to inspire weary believers. Her
recent album, Stand, has an accompanying devotional book which
tells the stories and Scriptures behind the songs.
Pam Farrel is the author of 56 books, including the ECPA finalist for
Bible Study of the Year: Discovering Jesus in the Old Testament: A
Creative Bible Study Experience (co-authored with Jean E. Jones
and Karla Dornacher). Together with her husband, Bill, they run
Love-Wise ministry, helping people with their most vital relationships.
Come be encouraged, equipped and engaged. CPE Summer 2022
will be held August 14-16, at the Central Bank Center in Lexington,
KY. For more information, visit www.cpeshow.com. Registration is
FREE for retailers.

Register Now

FOCUS ON PRODUCT
Book Review: Glad You’re Here
by Walker Hayes & Craig Allen Cooper (Moody Publishers)
Glad You’re Here tells both sides of the story behind the
song “Craig,” written by Grammy-nominated country singer
Walker Hayes. In their own words, pastor Craig Cooper and
Walker Hayes recount the different paths they were traveling
until their lives intersected. Unashamedly vulnerable, these
gifted storytellers paint a picture of what the church is meant
to be like, sacrificing for the good of others and drawing
near in times of need. Both entertaining and enlightening,
Glad You’re Here helps readers see how God works in the
everyday lives of those who love Him.
How this book helps readers: Glad You’re Here exemplifies
the power of the gospel to break down barriers and unite
people together in Christ.
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To order now,
contact your Moody
Publishers rep by calling
800-678-8812

