
by Karen Kingsbury & Tyler Russell (Simon & Schuster)

In the fifth book in Karen Kingsbury and Tyler Russell’s 
beloved series about the Baxter children, when things don’t 
turn out according to plan, the siblings must stick together 
and remember who they are. Brooke, Kari, Ashley, Erin, and 
Luke are Baxters—and can pray and find solace in their 
faith—no matter the obstacle.  

How this book helps readers: Young readers will be inspired 
by the Baxter family children and their ability to overcome 
relatable life challenges through prayer and faith. 
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The Best Easter Egg Hunts Are Fixed
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by Michelle Medlock Adams

Ah! The annual Medlock Easter Eggstravaganza—
it was truly a thing of wonder, one of our family’s 
best and most treasured traditions.

My mom, otherwise known as Mamaw, loved 
planning elaborate family events such as our 
family’s Easter egg hunt. She shopped for weeks 
in advance of Easter, finding every grandchild’s 
favorite candy and several special trinkets and 
toys she could stuff into each of the pastel-colored 
plastic eggs. My dad, aka Papaw, liked to get into 
the Easter Eggstravaganza too, so he stuffed crisp 
dollar bills into several of the plastic eggs that Mom 
set aside for him. 

Mamaw and Papaw not only carefully stuffed the 
eggs but also hid them throughout their yard, under 
the sundeck, in flowerpots and even in the mailbox. They knew exactly how many eggs were hidden, 
and they had a system in place so that every grandchild received the same amount of candy, toys 
and money. They labeled each egg with a name, so if Ally found Abby’s egg, she would have to put 
it back where she found it and go in search of her own eggs. Of course, the grandkids were allowed 
to help one another find their designated eggs, but they could not take each other’s eggs. What a 
glorious plan! It made for a fun afternoon of searching, helping, finding, giggling and celebrating. 

As much as our girls loved hunting for Easter eggs in Mamaw and Papaw’s yard, we figured they’d 
love hunting for Easter eggs at our citywide event, so we took them. 

As Abby ran through the large field, she was outmaneuvered by faster, older children who would 
snatch the brightly colored plastic eggs before Abby could grab them. This happened to Abby and 
Ally over and over again, leaving them with empty baskets and crushed spirits.  

It was at that moment it dawned on me: They’ve never been to a genuine, non-fixed Easter egg 
hunt!

We tried to salvage the day with a quick trip to IHOP for some yummy pancakes, where I tried 
to explain to the girls how actual Easter egg hunts work and how Mamaw and Papaw’s Easter 
Eggstravaganza was a fixed egg hunt.

With a mouthful of pancakes, Abby said, “Mommy, we like fixed ones best.”

I’m with Abby.

I like knowing when I go on an Easter egg hunt, there will be eggs awaiting me with my name on 
them. In fact, I like going through life like that, don’t you? 

That’s one of the many benefits of walking with God every single day—not just on Easter. When I 
open up God’s Word and search the Scriptures, I find promises especially for me. Just like the fixed 
Easter egg hunt, there are promises for each of us, and His promises are always true. They are not 
hard to find, and there is a never-ending supply!

If your Easter basket feels empty this season, dive into God’s Word, and begin filling it with His 
promises. 

Happy Easter, and happy hunting!

Michelle Medlock Adams is a multi-award-winning journalist and the author of 
more than 100 books, including Springtime for Your Spirit, What Is Easter? and 

Love Connects Us All. She is married to her high school sweetheart, Jeff, and 
they live in southern Indiana with two kitties and two diva dachshunds. 
www.michellemedlockadams.com 
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—David C Cook announced last 
month that former DreamWorks Animation executive Rick Rekedal 
has been appointed as president of David C Cook. Rekedal will 
also serve as acting CEO of David C Cook, following the recent 
resignation of John Aden. Rekedal brings expertise in both business 
management and leadership that will enable David C Cook to 
reach a new generation with life-changing messages of hope and 
inspiration.

Rekedal’s award-winning career includes more than 20 years at 
DreamWorks Animation, where he served as chief creative of the 
global franchise group, head of licensing and interactive gaming, and head of online production. 
Past properties Rekedal has worked on include Trolls, Kung Fu Panda, The Prince of Egypt, Spirit: 
Stallion of the Cimarron and How To Train Your Dragon. Rekedal has also served as EVP, Global 
Marketing and Branding at Breyer, and founded StoryCrate, an intellectual property and business 
management consulting business. Rekedal is a trustee of Los Angeles Pacific University and holds 
a residency as the Senior Fellow for Storytelling at Belmont University.

“For more than 145 years, David C Cook has been committed to bringing God’s Word to God’s 
people everywhere, around the globe,” Rekedal said. “Using the power of story and the strength of 
the David C Cook team, we have the opportunity to bring the ‘Greatest Story Ever Told’ to a whole 
new generation, in all-new, innovative media as well as our cornerstone platforms of publishing and 
music.”

About David C Cook
David C Cook is a global nonprofit equipping individuals and church leaders with vital learning 
and worship resources. David C Cook’s desire is for individuals and faith groups to experience 
the transforming power of the Gospel through music and media that fit the culture, language and 
spiritual needs of their communities.

David C Cook was founded in Chicago in 1875 by David Caleb Cook, a businessman who began 
publishing pamphlets of lessons and songs that equipped local churches for ministry to children 
displaced by the Great Chicago Fire. Over the years, David C Cook has grown from a Sunday 
School curriculum publisher to one of the world’s largest providers of dynamic and relevant media 
and music designed to equip the global church and individuals with creative, Christ-centered content.
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CPE Celebrates 20 Years!
Come celebrate 20 years of encouraging, equipping 
and engaging the Christian retail industry at the 
upcoming CPE trade show on August 6-8.

You are invited to join new and returning retailers and 
exhibitors for a special event, commemorating this 
major industry milestone.

“CPE is a tool unmatched in our industry. Retailers, 
publishers, vendors and authors all gathering together 
in the name of Christ to support, encourage and 
challenge each other in our common goal of winning 
souls for Christ.”
- Joy Christian Bookstore, Wabash, IN

CPE Summer 2023 will be returning to the Central 
Bank Center in Lexington, KY. Visit www.cpeshow.com 
to reserve your spot now. Registration is always FREE 
for retailers!

To learn more and to register for CPE,  
visit www.cpeshow.com. 
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